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The number of foreign residents in Korea has currently exceeded the one million mark, over two
percent of the total population. Despite the sharp increase of the immigrant population, no one has a
clear idea about how to manage all the differences between Korean and foreign cultures. Decades ago,
the U.S. seemed to provide an answer. It was that of the “melting pot,” a society like a pot of stew.
Within the stew, the meat and vegetables give each other a bit of their own flavors to create a new
one. Likewise, in such a social climate, different people made their own contributions to American
culture, and made every effort to come together.

More recently, however, the situation has changed. No longer are all U.S. citizens called Americans,
but they are Italian-Americans, African-Americans, Hispanic-Americans, and so on. Recent immigrants
in the U.S. have begun to stick with groups that share similar cultural origins. They resist assimilation,
worrying that it will make them lose their identities. Then, what is the alternative to assimilation? Some
say that the “salad bowl” of so-called multiculturalism is a good model for immigrant countries. In a
bowl of freshly tossed salad, all the elements are mixed together, almost preserving their shapes or
flavors. Together, however, they make up a unity in diversity. The typical example of the salad bowl is
that of Canada. The Canadian culture for immigrants encourages them to maintain their unique
identities, even though all the different ethnic groups are mixed in one society. Learning to respect
others’ cultures and traditions eventually will help the members of the community better understand
one another.
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